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30 March 2017 

Grain Trade Australia Board 
Grain Trade Australia Standards Committee 
C/o:   Mr Pat O’Shannassy 
Via email: submissions@graintrade.org.au 
 
Grain Trade Australia  
Level 11, Royal Exchange Building  
56 Pitt Street  
SYDNEY NSW 2000  
 
To the Board & Standards Committee,  
 

First Industry Call for Submissions – Standards Review 2017/18   
 
WAFarmers welcomes the opportunity to provide some comments to the proposed changes for 
the 2017/18 review of the GTA standards. WAFarmers provides the following comments for 
consideration, and thanks GTA for the extension to allow for our members’ comments to be 
included for consideration. 
 
While WAFarmers supports efforts for national consistency, there are significant differences 
in production environments and market focus between Western Australia, South Australia, 
and eastern Australia. Changes to improve national consistency in grain receival standards 
must include allowances for both domestic and export market focused production. These 
changes must be supported with evidence of failings with the current receival standards, or 
evidence of changes with market requirements that cannot be met with the current 
standards. 
 
4.1.1 Approved Varieties and Compliance with Varietal Master List – Oats 
WAFarmers supports the recommendation for GTA to work further with GIWA and SARDI on 
this issue. 
 
4.1.2 Screen Specifications – Oats 
WAFarmers does support the process of change as outlined in the member update: 

 Develop reference screen specifications  

 Review the impact of the change on the existing tolerances in the various oat 
grades  

 Review the correlation in screenings levels between the wheat and oat screen slot 
lengths  

 Discuss any proposed changes with GIWA with a view to adopt a consistent 
approach nationally 

 
However, it is essential for the requirements of both the domestic and export market 
standards to be considered when making any changes. Clear benefits for industry and growers 
must be identified and quantified to ensure that any changes will improve profitability, 
productivity or efficiencies. 
 
Recommendation 
Further information on the receival data on a number of screen sizes is required. It is our 
understanding the information will be obtained in the process outlined in the member 
update. 
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WAFarmers requests further information on the receival standards used by Australia’s 
international export markets with receivals of milling grade oats, with particular reference to 
screen size and number of shakes. Additional information on how export markets assess the 
Australian oat exports is required to ensure that Australian farmers are not disadvantaging 
themselves internationally. 
 
4.1.3 Visual Recognition Standards Guide and Defective Definitions – Oats   
From WAFarmers’ understanding, visual receival standards are assessed according to the bulk 
handler internal guides, as there are no nationally consistent visual assessments for a number 
of issues. Primarily the visual receival standards are at the discretion of the samplers and 
bulk handling company. 
 
Western Australia has a number of receival standards that are not specified in the GTA 
standards. Although a number of these are WA specific, GTA should work with GIWA on 
including these standards, where appropriate, for eastern states production and markets 
requirements. 
 
Recommendation 
Should the GTA standards not specify certain standards, and the WA standards do make 
reference to the issue, GTA should consider working with GIWA to incorporate the standards 
where appropriate. 
 
4.1.4 Wild/Black Oats Tolerance 
Currently WA and GTA standards differ in the receival of wild/black oats, with CBH having 
allowances for three (classified as a Type 4 seed) in approximately 720 grains (two black 
plastic measures) for OAT1, and 10 for OAT2, whereas GTA wild/black oats are classified as 
type 1, with five seeds in the half litre. 
 
This receival standard is not considered an issue in WA, or has not been for recent seasons. 
WAFarmers does not have any recommendations for changes to the GTA standards. 
 
4.1.5 Snails 
WAFarmers supports national collaboration on this issue to ensure it does not present market 
or trade issues in the future. 
 
4.2 Potential Change: Heavily Discoloured – Barley 
Currently WA has receival standards for heavily discoloured barley, with 10 per black plastic 
measure count (approximately 400 grains) for Malt1, and no limits for feed. 
 
This receival standard is not considered an issue in WA, or has not been for recent seasons. 
 
Recommendation 
Should the GTA standards not specify certain standards, and the WA standards do make 
reference to the issue, GTA should consider working with GIWA to incorporate the standards 
where appropriate. 
 
4.3 Potential Change: Pink Grain/Fusarium – Barley 
Currently WA has receival standards for pink grain, with nil per black plastic measure count 
(approximately 400 grains) for Malt1, one for Feed1 and five for Feed2. 
 
There is a nil tolerance for Fusarium affected grains in WA. 
 
This receival standard is not considered an issue in WA, or has not been for recent seasons. 



 

 
3  Address: 125 James Street, Guildford WA 6055 || PO Box: PO Box 68, Guildford WA 6935 

Tel: (08) 9486 2100 || Mob: 0491 226 659 || Email: maddisonmcneil@wafarmers.org.au 

www.wafarmers.org.au 

 
Recommendation 
Should the GTA standards not specify certain standards, and the WA standards do make 
reference to the issue, GTA should consider working with GIWA to incorporate the standards 
where appropriate. 
 
4.4 Stained, Pink Stained, White Grain Disorder/Head Scab/Flaked Grain – Wheat 
In WA there are allowances for the above, however they are measured by count in 1bpm 
(black plastic measure), which is approximately 400 grains. 
 
This receival standard is not considered an issue in WA, or has not been for recent seasons. 
 
The different counting measures are likely to have similar results, so therefore WAFarmers 
offers no recommendations. 
 
Conclusion 
While WA has a number of different standards compared to the GTA standards, it is important 
that on issues where GTA do not have specific receival standards, they utilise the WA 
standards as a guide where appropriate. It is important that WA maintain certain differences 
in receival standards that ensure export market requirements, as well as production 
challenges, in WA are met.  
 
WAFarmers is a member of GIWA and will continue to engage with any changes to receival 
standards. 
 
WAFarmers looks forward to being involved in the second round of industry consultation, as 
well as future consultations.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact myself or WAFarmers Grains 
Executive Officer Maddison McNeil on (08) 9486 2100, 0491 226 659 or 
maddisonmcneil@wafarmers.org.au. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Duncan Young 
President 
WAFarmers Grains Section 
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