
   

Further information: 
Geoff Honey – Grain Trade Australia, 02 9235 2155 
 

Grain Trade Australia develops the grain standards and contracts that are used across the Australian grain industry and has over 250 member organisations 
ranging from regional family businesses to large national and international trading/storage and handling companies.   
 

Members operate within all sectors of the grain industry in Australia. Organisations involved in related commercial activities such as banking, communications, 
grain advisory services and professional services (solicitors and accountants) are also members. 

 

22 July 2013        MEDIA RELEASE 
 

GTA to release 2013-14 Grain Trading Standards 
 
The Grain Trading Standards for 2013-14 will be released in the first week of August.  This is in 
line with the normal annual review and submissions process which ensures the Trading 
Standards reflect the current needs of industry and the market requirements of customers of 
Australian grain. 
 
The Trading Standards create industry benchmarks for the quality of grain being traded. This 
facilitates trade and ensures transparency in pricing, benefiting producers and traders alike. 
They are referenced extensively on grain sale contracts, both domestic and export. 
 
GTA Chief Executive Officer Geoff Honey noted that the Trading Standards are a very useful 
method of highlighting the inherent quality of the Australian grain crop.  
 
“Australia is export reliant and we need to be able to demonstrate a superior product over our 
international competitors, so this is particularly important,” Mr Honey said. 
 
There were over 48 issues or potential changes raised by industry in the review process. Some 
of the major decisions made included: 

 the rejection of a call to ban the use of grain dryers on malt grade barley 
 an increase in test weight for milling grades of wheat 
 the development of national Visual Recognition Standards Guides for Angustifolius 

lupins and red lentils as well as upgrades to the existing ones for barley, wheat, 
sorghum, oats, canola, desi chickpeas and maize. 

 
Mr Honey said that publishing national trading standards is a demonstration of the industry’s 
ability to develop commercial resources that facilitate trade. 
 
“The decision on the use of grain dryers on malt grade barley was an excellent demonstration 
of the submission process, whilst the increase in test weight is following through on a policy 
announced in 2010. 
 
“The continued development and review of the Visual Recognition Standards Guides will 
enhance the consistency of the grading process across the Australian grain industry. The 
identification of the major grain defects by agreed photographic standards will aid classifiers 
employed at receival sites across the nation.” 
 
An Explanatory Memorandum detailing the amendments to the Grain Trading Standards for 
the 2013-14 season will be available on the GTA website (www.graintrade.org.au). There is also 
an industry briefing paper about the change to minimum test weight. 
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