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PORT ACCESS VOLUNTARY CODE OF CONDUCT 
In accordance with the recommendations contained in the Productivity Commission Report 
into Wheat Export Marketing Arrangements, the requirement for port terminal operators to 
pass an Access Test as a condition for exporting bulk wheat requirement will cease on 30 
September 2014.  

The legislation to enable these changes has been introduced by the Australian Government and 
will transition the wheat export market to full deregulation. 

From 1 October 2014, access to port terminal services will be governed by a voluntary industry 
code of conduct (the Code) and general competition law, subject to the Code meeting 
legislative requirements and the approval of the Australian Government. Recognising the need 
to coordinate industry to develop a Code, Grain Trade Australia (GTA) in its capacity as the 
secretariat, has formed an industry driven Code Development Committee (CDC). 

The CDC consists of established port owner/operators, Australian Grain Exporters Association 
(AGEA), Grain Producers Australia (GPA), National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) and Grain 
Trade Australia (GTA). Mr Tom Keene, the GTA Chairman, has been appointed as the 
Chairman of the CDC. 

The CDC will develop a non-prescribed voluntary code of conduct for port terminal access for 
the export of bulk wheat and will report directly to the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry the Hon. Joe Ludwig. 

Mr Keene commented that, “The successful implementation of the Code will require the 
participation of infrastructure owners which will ensure coverage of all bulk grain export 
terminals in Australia in meeting the Codes objectives.”  

The CDC will undertake a thorough examination of all the issues in relation to the current port 
access requirements and will liaise closely with key stakeholders, Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) and the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC) throughout the development process.   

“The Code must remain consistent with ACCC guidelines for developing effective voluntary 
codes of conduct and include continuous disclosure rules.” Mr Keene further noted that “The 
Code will ensure that Australian grain producers will enjoy maximum competition with 
exporters enjoying the surety of access to port facilities.” 

 
Further information: 
Geoff Honey – Grain Trade Australia, 02 9235 2155 
 

Grain Trade Australia develops the grain standards and contracts that are used across the Australian grain 
industry and has over 250 member organisations ranging from regional family businesses to large national and 
international trading/storage and handling companies.   
 
Members operate within all sectors of the grain industry in Australia. Organisations involved in related 
commercial activities such as banking, communications, grain advisory services and professional services 
(solicitors and accountants) are also members. 


