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Grain Trade Australia develops the grain standards and contracts that are used across the Australian grain industry and 
has over 250 member organisations ranging from regional family businesses to large national and international 
trading/storage and handling companies.   
 
Members operate within all sectors of the grain industry in Australia. Organisations involved in related commercial activities 
such as banking, communications, grain advisory services and professional services (solicitors and accountants) are also 
members. 
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PORT ACCESS DEMONSTRATES CROSS SECTOR GRAIN INDUSTRY 
COOPERATION 

 
  
“Cooperation across all sectors of the Australian grain industry has been a feature of the 
activities of the Port Access Code of Conduct Development Committee (CDC),” said the 
Committee Chairman, Mr Tom Keene. 
 
In February 2012, industry formed the CDC to facilitate the development of a port access Code 
of Conduct. The development of a Code is in line with recommendations of the Productivity 
Committee, and the government’s response. 
 
The CDC consists of established port owner/operators, Australian Grain Exporters Association 
(AGEA), Grain Producers Australia (GPA), National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) and Grain 
Trade Australia (GTA).  
 
During the most recent meeting held on 23 August 2012 agreement was reached on some of 
the key issues and there is continued commitment from the CDC to being involved in the 
process and working towards a successful outcome. 
 
“The common interests of our industry outweigh the points of difference and I am encouraged 
by the CDC cooperative approach to issues that affect all grain industry participants,” Mr 
Keene said.   
 
Mr Keene said a sub-committee of the CDC would meet over the next few weeks to discuss 
some of the finer details around the voluntary code.   
 
“The CDC has made good progress in many areas and what is really encouraging is that all 
parties remain engaged in constructive and good faith discussions on the key issues.”  
 
“The progress of discussions to date should give comfort to wheat exporters that the outcome 
will be a defined process that will provide a framework to enable fair, efficient and transparent 
access to bulk export facilities across Australia,” Mr Keene noted. 
 
“It is anticipated that further constructive progress will be made over the next two months with 
the objective for CDC to release a draft for public review later in the year with a final document 
to be sent to the Minister in early 2013,” said Mr Keene. 


