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 Over the past 12 months, the Australian grains industry has again shown its resilience and 
capacity to grow despite production and market challenges.   The 2015/16 crop was in excess 
of 40million tons despite the influence of another El Nino event. A highlight was the growth 
in pulse production, and in particular chickpeas, that saw production more than double from 
the previous year.  
 
It is difficult to forecast final crop estimates for this year following the continued rainfall in 
the Eastern States and recent rain and frost events in WA. However, it will still be a large 
crop even though there it is likely that there will be a number of quality issues. 
 
To achieve these levels of production despite the climatic constraints is clear evidence of the 
impact of innovation and technology that is enabling growers to produce more grain from the 
available moisture. The high quality of our research and development institutions supported 
by the Grains Research and Development Corporation and world class breeding programs 
should help ensure our growers remain at the forefront of grain production technology. 
 
The Australian grain industry continues to mature.  As with most industries when they 
deregulate, there has been substantial domestic and foreign investment in the industry. 

 There have been new market entrants and in the past five years the industry has added four 
million metric tons of bulk capacity and the number of bulk terminals has risen from 17 to 22. 
There has also been a major increase in on-farm storage and Container Exports have grown 
exponentially that now regularly exceed three million tons per year.  

 Over 60% of our grain continues to be exported with now over 75% going to the growing 
markets in Asia.  

The global grains industry is becoming increasingly competitive and as a major supplier to 
overseas markets it is critical that Australia continues to meet the requirements of our 
international customers. Over recent years production and exports have continued to grow 
from the former Soviet Union Countries. This increased production; together with declining 
freight rate advantages are an increasing threat to Australia’s share of the global grain 
markets. 

The current world grain markets stocks-to-use ratios are at very high levels, increasing 
pricing pressures and profitability along the grain value chain. 

Grain Trade Australia’s mission is to facilitate and promote trade by providing products, 
services and advocacy for the Australian grain value-chain. We support our members by the 
provision of commercial resources through our core activities of; Trading Standards, Trade 
Rules and Contracts, Dispute Resolution Services, Trade and Market Access Activities and 
Training and Development. These activities continue to be developed so as to remain 
contemporary and to provide best practice processes to meet customer requirements for both 
domestic and export markets   

The trading environment is becoming more challenging with increasing competition and 
emerging technical barriers to trade.  GTA has increased its activity in relation to trade and 
market access to ensure that Australia’s reputation as a supplier of quality grain is protected 
and market access is assured.  The GTA Trade and Market Access Committee has become an 



 
integral and very active part our Technical Committee structures.   I would also like to 
acknowledge the efforts of Grain Growers Limited and GIMAF in this important area. 

Trade and market activities are also supported by the very important and active National 
Working Party on Grain Protection.  The Working Party is a clear example of the grain 
industry working together for the betterment of the whole industry.  Researchers, regulatory 
authorities, chemical companies and grain storage suppliers meet with producers, 
commercial storage providers and traders at each year’s annual conference to review industry 
needs and developments. 

Trade and Market Access activities are also supported by the ongoing implementation of the 
Australian Grain Industry Code of Practice. Australia is the only grain-exporting nation that 
has such a Code.  It is worth noting that reference to the Code was a key element in the recent 
development of the Wheat and Barley Protocols for China.  

 Another key activity related to Trade and Market Access is GTA’s membership of the 
International Grain Trade Coalition.  IGTC continues to expand its activities in response to 
the recognition of areas of common interest and changing global policy environments. 
Current initiatives include; work on International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures, 
Innovative Plant Breeding Techniques, Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) and E-
Documentation for grain trading   

 In 2014 the Government announced a package to assist small exporters that included 
funding for a range of projects.   GTA was successful in securing funding for a number of 
projects including; development of guidelines for container packers; truck cleanliness, and 
databases for standards and food safety.  These projects, when completed, will provide 
another suite of tools to assist industry in meeting customer and regulatory requirements. 

Another important Government initiative was the review of fees and charges for export 
certification.  GTA has provided considerable leadership, through the energy and stewardship 
of the late Geoff Honey, to ensure the new fees and charges are fair and equitable and the 
Government is accountable. 

The Australian Grain Industry Conference continues to demonstrate its importance as a 
forum to bring the grains industry together. Support for the conference continues to grow 
with over a 1,000 registrations at the 2015 conference. 

The showcasing of Australian grain in our major markets was addressed last year with GTA 
funding Australian Grain Industry Conferences in Singapore and Hong Kong.  The success of 
these Conferences, which attracted a large audience of end users, encouraged GTA to return 
to Singapore this year and also add two Conferences in China. 

The Beijing Conference was opened by the Australian Ambassador Jan Adams ,  the 
Singapore Conference was again opened by the Australian High Commissioner, Philip Green 
and the Guangzhou Conference was opened by the Australian Counsul-General to 
Guangzhou, Mr Dominic Trindade. The attendance of the senior Australian representative at 
all conferences highlighted the importance the Australian Government places on these types 
of market building activities.   

An industry that prides itself in self-regulation must also take responsibility for its 
professional culture and image.  GTA is very proud of the Training and Professional 
Development program that it has developed.     This year has seen the roll out of the Diploma 
in Grain Management – another first for the industry. 

GTA continues to play a key role in industry good activities. We support grain quality 
initiatives through our membership with GRDC in Wheat Quality Australia that is 
responsible for Australia’s Wheat Classification System. We also remain actively involved in 
the Australian Grain Industry Discussion Group. A key activity of this group is developing 



 
and recommending projects for the use of the surplus funds from the Wheat Industry Special 
Account. 

It is pleasing to see the recent progress that is being made by the group and it is expected 
detailed plans on key industry issues will be finalised within the next month of so. 

GTA and the whole of the grains industry were deeply saddened with the passing of our CEO, 
Geoff Honey, in June. Geoff was a real icon of the Australian grains industry as was clearly 
evidenced by the very large contingent of people from across the industry that attended his 
funeral in Sydney. 

Geoff was a tireless contributor to both GTA and the broader grains industry.  He clearly saw 
the changes that would be needed in the deregulating grains environment and led the 
transition of NACMA into what Grain Trade Australia is today. He saw industry gaps that 
needed to be filled and rather than just talk about them went about and actioned what was 
needed.  Clear examples of these actions include, Trading Standards, the expanded role of the 
National Working Party on Grain Protection, industry involvement in Wheat Quality 
Australia, membership of the IGTC and establishment of the Australian Grains Industry 
Discussion Group. 

 

 I would like to acknowledge and pass on thanks to Guy Allen, who is retiring as a Director 
following today’s AGM. Guy was on the Board for 3 years and was also Chair of the 
Commerce Committee. Guy was very passionate about the issues he believed were important, 
that often resulted in robust discussions at Board meetings 

I also wish to acknowledge the contributions of the GTA Board and Management.  I thank the 
Board for their support and guidance. I especially wish to thank Sheryl Brown for her sterling 
efforts during the past few very difficult months and the strong contributions from Wendy 
and, more recently, Pat O’Shannassy, Mary Raines and Rosemary Richards.  

Finally I would like to thank our members for their ongoing support. GTA must continue to 
meet member needs by providing them with the products and services required to support 
every Member’s  business needs. 

 

 
 

 

 
 


