
To whom it may concern, 
 
 
Proposal for GTA Standards change regarding Cereal grains for categories: 
 

 Stored Grain Insects and Pea Weevil (live) 

 Insects Large – dead or alive 
 
Currently there is a lack of reference with insects of NIL tolerance applied by DA for export and that listed within GTA 
standards. This has the potential to cause contract disputes especially in the grower direct to port transactions. At present if a 
supplier delivers grain with live insects for example Small-eyed flour beetles and Black fungus beetles, there is no reference in 
the standards that declare such insects as NIL tolerance. If the buyer was loading a container direct for export this would pose 
a problem due to the NIL tolerance being applied by DA for export phytosanitary requirements. These insects are in the same 
category as Psocids which are listed in GTA receival standards. 
 
I would like to see the GTA "Stored Grain Insects and Pea Weevil (live)" & "Insects Large – dead or alive" reflect the 
Department of Agriculture PEOM 6a: Pests, Diseases and Contaminants of Grain and Plant Products (excluding horticulture)  
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/aqis/exporting/plants-exports-operation-manual/vol6A.pdf 
 
I put forward the motion to have all major and minor injurious pests listed within PEOM 6a that apply to cereal grains to be of 
NIL tolerance within the GTA standards. 
 

1) This would involve moving the Hairy Fungus Beetle Typhaea stercorea from “Insects Large – dead or alive” to the list 
of “Stored Grain Insects and Pea Weevil (live)”. Thus taking it from a tolerance level of 3 per half litre to NIL. 
 

2) Adding the insects below to the receival standards “Stored Grain Insects and Pea Weevil (live)” category as they are 
noted as being linked to grains and/or their storage, and/or their ability to harbor mould/decaying matter as outlined in 
PEOM 6a being NIL tolerance if detected live. 
 

 Rice Moth Corcyra cephalonica (Staint.) 

 Cacao moth/warehouse moth Ephestia elutella (Hubn.) 

 Mediterranean flour moth Ephestia kuehniella (Zell.)  

 Flour mite Acarus siro L.  

 Foreign grain beetle Ahasverus advena (Waltl.)  

 Lesser mealworm Alphitobius diaperinus (Panz.)  

 Black fungus beetle Alphitobius laevigatus (F.)  

 Dried fruit beetle Carpophilus dimidiatus (F.)  

 Dried fruit beetle Carpophilus hemipterus (L.)  

 Dried fruit beetle Carpophilus ligneus Murray  

 Dried fruit beetle Carpophilus obsoletus Erich.  

 Mould beetles Cryptophagus spp.  

 White-shouldered house moth Endrosis sarcitrella (L.)  

 Spider beetle Gibbium psylloides (Czenp.)  

 Broad-horned flour beetle Gnatocerus cornutus (F.)  

 Long-headed flour beetle Latheticus oryzae Waterh.  

 Spider beetle black Mezium affine  

 Spider beetle Mezium americanum  

 Mottled grain moth Nemapogon granella  

 Small-eyed flour beetle Palorus ratzeburgi  

 Depressed flour beetle Palorus subdepressus  

 White-marked spider beetle Ptinus fur  

 Meal moth Pyralis farinalis  

 Yellow mealworm Tenebrio molitor  

 Dark mealworm Tenebrio obscurus  

 Cadelle Tenebroides mauritanicus  
 
 
 
Currently GTA trading standards for Wheat and Barley regarding insects are detailed in Appendix 1. 
 
  

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/aqis/exporting/plants-exports-operation-manual/vol6A.pdf


Appendix 1 

 
GTA Trading Standards 2014/15 Wheat & Barley 

 

Stored Grain Insects and Pea Weevil (Live) NIL tolerance 

Insects Large - dead or alive 3 max 

Insects Small - dead or alive 10 max 

 
 
Stored Grain Insects  

 
These are insects which cause damage to stored grain and the tolerance applies to all life stages of the insect.  
 
These include:  

 Angoumois Grain Moth (Sitrotroga cerealella)  

 Confused Flour Beetle (Tribolium confusum)  

 Flat Grain Beetle (Cryptolestes spp)  

 Granary Weevil (Sitophilus granarius)  

 Indian Meal Moth (Plodia interpunctella)  

 Lesser Grain Borer (Rhyzopertha dominica)  

 Maize Weevil (Sitophilus zeamais)  

 Psocids/Book lice (Psocoptera sp)  

 Rice Weevil (Sitophilus oryzae)  

 Rust-red Flour Beetle (Tribolium castaneum)  

 Saw Tooth Grain Beetle (Oryzaephilus surinamensis)  

 Tropical Warehouse Moth (Ephestia cautella)  

 Warehouse Beetle (Trogoderma variable)  

 
Note that a separate tolerance exists for dead and live Stored Grain Insects.  
 
Live  

 A nil tolerance applies to all live Stored Grain Insects  
 
Dead  

 Dead Stored Grain Insects are included in the definition for Insects – Small  

 Pieces of Stored Grain Insects are classified as Other Foreign Material  
 

Pea Weevil  

 
Pea Weevil refers to all life stages of insects of the species Bruchus pisorum.  

 
Note that a separate tolerance applies to Live and Dead Pea Weevils:  
 
Live:  

 A nil tolerance applies to all live Pea Weevils  
 
Dead:  

 Dead Pea Weevil are included in the definition for Insects – Large  

 Pieces of Pea Weevils are classified as Other Foreign Material  
 
As Pea Weevils are commonly found inside field pea seeds, it is recommended that a number of field peas present in a load of 

grain should be broken and assessed for the presence of this insect.  

 
  



Insects – Large and Small  

These are insect contaminants of grain that do not cause damage to stored grains. There are separate tolerances for Large 
and Small Insects. They include but are not restricted to: 

Large Insects Small Insects 

Desiantha Weevil (Desiantha spp) Aphids 

Grasshoppers, Locusts Minute Mould Beetle (Corticaria spp) 

Hairy Fungus Beetle (Typhaea stercorea) Mites (Acarina spp.) 

Ladybirds Stored Grain Insects (dead only) 

Pea Weevil (Bruchus pisorum) (dead only)  

Sitona Weevil (Sitona spp)  

Wood Bugs  

 


