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World Grain Forum 

GTA presented at the inaugural World Grain Trade 
Forum in Beijing in November 2018.  The forum was 
co-hosted by the China National Association of the 
Grains Sector (CNAGS) and the International Grain 
Trade Coalition (IGTC).    

Over 200 grain industry leaders from China and around 
the world participated in the ground breaking Forum, 
and a dialogue on the global supply and demand of 
grains, oilseeds and other agri-bulk food, feed and 
energy commodities. Representatives from various 
diplomatic missions in Beijing were also present at the 
Forum including Canada, USA, Australia, Ukraine.    

The forum was opened by Mr Patrick Yu, President of 
COFCO and President of CNAGS and included high level 
speakers from several China Ministries and Agencies 
including: 

• China’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
• China’s National Grains and Oils Information Centre (CNGOIC) 
• COFCO, including COFCO International Chairman, COFCO Trading, 
• China National Association of Grain Sector (CNAGS) 
• China Feed Industry Association 
• Several speakers from China’s grain and feed industry 
• In attendance were representatives from State Administration of Market Regulation (SAMR), MOFCOM, 

National Food & Strategic Reserves Administration, CNGOIC, National Grain Trade Centre.  
 

International speakers represented the following organisations: 

• International Grain Trade Coalition (IGTC) 
• World Trade Organization (WTO) 
• International Grains Council (IGC) 
• Grain Trade Australia (GTA) 
• Canadian Grains Council (CGC) 
• Ukraine Grain Association (UGA) 
• Kazakhstan China Trade Support Association 

 

The objective of the Forum was to develop an exchange of information to enhance efficient and effective supply 
and global food security, and to strengthen the global grain trade relationship with China.  

GTA CEO, Pat O’Shannassy, presented at the forum. His presentation on Australia’s industry driven self-regulatory 
framework, highlighting the role of the Australian Grains Industry Code of Practice in ensuring quality assurance in 
the supply chain and providing customers confidence in the quality and safety of Australia’s grain.   The GTA 
presentation also highlighted the growth of the Australian grain industry and how that growth had coincided with 

 
  

Figure 1: GTA CEO, Pat O'Shannassy speaking at the World Grain Trade 
Forum in Beijing. 
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increases in demand from China, highlighting importance the Australian grain industry places on its long term 
relationship with China.  A copy of the GTA Presentation can be found here.   

 

Grain Trade Coalition (IGTC) General Assembly 

IGTC held its Annual General Assembly in Beijing on November 
28th 2018.  The General Assembly was an important 
opportunity for IGTC Members to get an update on the work 
and achievements of IGTC’s Technical committees on issues 
including the International Standard on Phytosanitary Measures 
(ISPM), Global Initiative on Low Level Presence (LLP), Plant 
Breeding Innovations (PBI), Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) 
and the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol  (CBP).  The IGTC has 
increased its representation and advocacy at international 
meetings with IGTC Members presenting at Government and 
NGO forums, including International Grains Council, WTO, FAO, 
UN International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), FAO, 
OECD and the World Bank.  IGTC has also been appointed to 
chair the industry liaison for the global initiative on e-phyto 
certification. These meetings have been incredibly important, in 
advocating for objective and science-based regulatory 
frameworks for global grain trade. The General Assembly 
endorsed the IGTC Business Plan for 2019, and elected the following people to be IGTC Office Bearers for two year 
terms: 

• President: Gary C. Martin, President and CEO, North American Export Grain Association (NAEGA) – Click 
here for bio  

• Vice President: Iliana Axiotiades, Secretary General, COCERAL – Click here for bio  
• Treasurer: Gerald Masila, Executive Director, Eastern Africa Grain Council (EAGC) – Click here for bio 
• Secretary: Pat O’Shannassy, CEO, Grain Trade Australia (GTA) – Click here for bio 

The IGTC continues to demonstrate its importance and growing recognition as a reputable international grain trade 
voice for discussion and leadership in advancing efficient and competitive global grain flows.  GTA CEO’s 
appointment as Secretary of IGTC will help to ensure that Asia/Pacific interests remain well represented in the 
IGTC executive and working groups.  GTA’s Technical Consultant on grain quality, Gerard McMullen is leading the 
IGTC working group on the International Standard on Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM). The Australian Government 
is also a leading participant in this important work. 
 

GTA Staff Update 

It is with a great sense of gratitude we announce the retirement of 
GTA Office Manager (and Company Secretary), Sheryl Brown after 
10 years with GTA.   Members who have known Sheryl know that 
her service and dedication to GTA has always gone well “above and 
beyond the call” of duty, sharing her knowledge with Members when 
they call the GTA office, as for Sheryl, it is about serving the needs 
of Members. Sheryl’s dedication to the success of GTA and to 

serving the interests of Members has 
been first class.  GTA CEO, Pat 
O’Shannassy said “over the past 10 
years GTA could not have achieved what 
it has achieved working for the benefit of 
members without Sheryl’s dedication to 
GTA, and on both a personal and professional level I would like to acknowledge and 
thank her for her fantastic service”. Sheryl will be retiring from GTA effective 31st 
December 2018. 

GTA is delighted to welcome Julia O’Keeffe as our new Office Manager and Company 
Secretary.  Julia has a wealth of experience working in a variety of financial and 
administrative roles. We would encourage members to introduce themselves to Julia 
and welcome her to such a pivotal role with GTA.  

 

Figure 3: Retiring GTA Office Manager, Sheryl Brown at 
AGIC 2018 with her daughter Stacie Blackwell 

Figure 2: (Left to Right) Pat O'Shannassy, CEO GTA, Iliana 
Axiotiades, Secretary General, COCERAL, and Gary. C 
Martin, CEO of North American Export Grain Association 
at the IGTC General Assembly 

Figure 4: Julia O'Keeffe, the new 
GTA Office Manager and 
Company Secretary 

https://www.graintrade.org.au/sites/default/files/GTA_Presentations/GTA_IGTC_China_241118c_CH.pdf
http://naega.org/?page_id=305
http://naega.org/?page_id=305
http://igtcglobal.org/fileadmin/documents/General_Assembly_November_2018/Iliana_Bio.pdf
http://eagc.org/about-us/board-of-directors/
http://igtcglobal.org/fileadmin/documents/General_Assembly_November_2018/Pat_O_Shannassy_GTA.pdf


 
 

3 
 

APEC Grain Regulatory Forum 
 

GTA has been supported by DAWR to undertake private sector and industry association consultation across APEC 
economies on the feasibility of establishing an enduring Grain Regulatory Forum to address Non-Tariff Measures 
(NTMs) that are impacting trade in the APEC region.  This concept is based on successful models in the wine and 
dairy sectors.  The forum builds on the Australian Grains NTM Report released last year, which has been very well 
received by the Australian Government. 

This work has involved GTA meeting with industry organisations and private sectors across the APEC member 
economies including USA, Canada, Mexico, Singapore, China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand, 
South Korea, and Philippines.  The overall response has strongly supported the opportunity to seek to address 
Non-Tariff Measures or barriers at a regional and multi-lateral level.  This is intended to address issues of 
importance, such as MRLs, sampling and testing harmonisation, food safety and certifications and electronic 
documentation to the mutual benefit of APEC importers and exporters.    

The Australian Government will seek to consult with APEC Member Governments and sponsor a submission to the 
APEC Meeting in Chile in April 2019, for the establishment of an on-going Grain regulatory forum.  This project 
aligns with GTA’s mission to “facilitate trade” and GTA’s active participation in forums such as the International 
Grain Trade Coalition (IGTC) supports the view that a broad multi-lateral approach will help to grow the “size of 
the pie” from competitive global grain trade. 

 
GTSN Truck Mass Limits Chart  
 

A truck chart to help growers, truck companies and grain handlers understand truck configurations and mass limits 
is available from the Grain Transport Safety Network (GTSN). The chart shows the mass limits of the top 15 truck 
codes that industry work with. These 15 Truck Codes, covering more than 99 per cent of non-harvest truck 
movements and more than 95 per cent of harvest truck movements.  

The chart can be found on the GTSN website - http://gtsn.com.au/resources/truck-chart. 

GTSN has made the chart available in editable Word format so any company that deals in bulk grain can download 
it and customise it to their specific requirements.  

 

Happy Holidays 
 

On behalf of the Board, staff and management of GTA we would like to wish all GTA Members and their staff a safe 
and happy holidays.  2018 has been one of the most challenging years in the grain industry and we sincerely 
appreciate the support of GTA Members.  We have been humbled by the high satisfaction level ratings in our 
Member surveys and, rest assured, we will continue to focus on delivering value to members in 2019 and the 
years to come. The GTA office will be closed from 24 December 2018 to 04 January 2019  however, as always, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us via email at any time and we look forward to 2019! 

 

GTA Event Reminders 

GTA would like to remind GTA Members of the following: 

1. AGIC Asia will be held from the 4 – 8 March 2019, venues and locations to be announced shortly. 
2. Australian Grains Industry Logistics Conference – 9 & 10 April 2019, more details to come shortly.  
3. Australian Grain Storage & Protection Conference will be held on 4 & 5 June 2019 at Rydges on 

Swanston, Melbourne. More details will be released early next year.  
4. AGIC Australia will be held from the 31 July – 1 August 2019, Melbourne - Crown Promenade, Whiteman 

Street Southbank. 
5. Code Assessment Program – giving GTA Members and their staff demonstrable compliance with the 

Australian Grain Industry Code of Practice. 

http://www.graintrade.org.au/sites/default/files/file/Trade%20%26%20Market%20Access/Grains_NTM_Summary_Report_Released_03May2018.pdf
http://gtsn.com.au/resources/truck-chart
http://www.graintrade.org.au/%5Bmenupath-raw%5D/code-assessment-program

